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Just then she hears a family entering the classroom. “Good morning, I am Ms. Walters. You must be 
Maria Sanchez. I’ll bet you’re excited to be a kindergartener!” Ms. Walters says with a smile and a wink.

Maria doesn’t say a word. She sheepishly looks toward the two ladies who have accompanied her to the 
screening.

The older woman turns to the younger one and speaks to her in Spanish. The younger woman replies in 
Spanish and then turns to Ms. Walters. “My name is Ana. I am Maria’s sister. I am the only one in our 
family who speaks English. I came along today to translate for my mother and sister. Is that okay?”

Ms. Walters replies, “Well, I am very glad you’re here. We do have the Spanish version of the screening 
we use and an individual who is trained to give the screening to Spanish-speaking children. So we won’t 
need you to help with the screening, but you are welcome to help interpret for your mother during the 
parent meeting.”

Ana turns to her mother, and they converse in Spanish for a minute or two. Ana asks, “Do you mean that 
I can’t go in with Maria during her testing? My mother is concerned that she will be considered behind 
the other kids because of her English.”

Ms. Walters assures Ana, “Please tell your mother that the entire test is given in Spanish, so the test 
score will be based on Maria’s abilities, not her English skills. Okay?”

Again, Ana translates for her mother. The mother nods at Ms. Walters but doesn’t look convinced.

In the next room, Ms. Theesfield is administering the BRIGANCE K & 1 Screen-II to another child, Kaden, who 
has attended preschool the last two years. Kaden seems surprised that he is asked to do such simple tasks 
as naming body parts and standing on one foot. He is even a bit annoyed when he is asked to identify the 
color of some objects and draw a circle on the page. These are such easy tasks for him that he wonders if 
kindergarten will be boring. When asked to count as high as he can, Kaden seems pleased because he knows 
he can count all the way to 100. He is also excited to name the various letters shown to him (A, U, K, d, l, j). 
Kaden states timidly, “I can read some words too.”

Ms. Theesfield responds, “That’s wonderful. You 
will learn how to read lots of words next year in 
kindergarten.”

When Kaden has finished the test, Ms. Thees-
field escorts him over to Ms. Walters’s room to 
talk with his parent. Ms. Theesfield returns to 
record her observations: (1) He is left handed; 
(2) he grasps the pencil with his fingers, not his 
fist; and (3) he talks or interacts very little. She 
notes that social skills may be something to 
assess more completely when the school year 
begins.

ASSESS:
1.	 In your opinion, should educators conduct readiness testing for entering kindergarteners? 

Why or why not?

2.	 Why might Maria’s mother be concerned about how her daughter’s scores will be used by the 
school?

3. 	Do the tasks being assessed by Ms. Theesfield seem to be reasonable assessments for 
kindergarten readiness?
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